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Welcome! At First Congregational United Church of Christ, our mission is

to live by faith, embody love, proclaim hope, and seek justice. If you are worshiping
with us for the first time, we hope that you will find God's presence among us. When

the Friendship Folder is passed during the announcements, please sign it, and then pass

it back toward the center aisle.

All are welcome. Jesus calls us to welcome all into God's family. Children are not

only welcome-  they belong here. Activity bags are available next to the Sanctuary's

doors, and a space near the front of the Sanctuary allows children to engage more
closely in worship. Our staffed nursery (downstairs) is also available; all childcare
workers have undergone background checks. Children will remain in worship and can

pick up a worship bag in the back of the Sanctuary. A restroom for families and all
bodies is next to the Chapel.

Livestreaming Notice for Worship. To make worship accessible for all, we

livestream our worship services on our YouTube channel (@firstcongolax). Your voice

and/or image may be visible in the broadcast, which is publicly available. If you prefer

not to appear on camera, we invite you to sit in the Sanctuary's last three rows.

Please ask an usher if you need assistance, a large-print or sensory-friendly
bulletin, or directions -we are glad to help.

Serving in Worship Today

Laura WrightLeading Worship & Preaching
Pianist

Reading Scripture..
Head Usher

Ushers

Greeter

Nancy Allen
Tom Stolpа

.Randy Breeser

......Diane Breeser, Kurt Schuldes, Diane Schumacher

Nursery

Tom Stolpа
..Zali Stanton

An asterisk (*) in the order of service indicates all who are able may stand.



Gathering
Gathering Music

"Blessed Assurance"

Welcome and Announcements

in the presence of God

Nancy Allen, Piano
arr. Sanborn

Thank you for joining us today. Please pass the Friendship Folder, fill out the information
you wish to share, and note those worshiping near you so you can greet them by name.

Prelude Music

"All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name"

*Call to Worship
One:

Nancy Allen, Piano

arr. Shackley

We come knowing there are moments in life that leave us wondering
where God has been.

Many: Yet we come trusting that God has never left our side.

One: Even when people choose to hurt and not love, God continues the

quiet work of redemption.
Many: We trust the God who refuses to let evil have the final word.

One: Come, let us sing to the God who is always at work bringing life out
of loss and hope out of despair.

stand ing on ho ly ground,

know that there are an-gels all a round. Let us praise

Je sus now;

pres-ence on ground.

We are

And

We are stand ing in



A Moment for Silence

Take this moment of silence to become still and attentive to God.

*Hymn 397 (All join in singing the hymn.)
"The Gift of Love"

*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.

Many: And also with you.

GIFT OF LOVE

Share Christ's peace with one another with a wave or a bow and words such as:

"Peace be with you. / And also with you."

Listening
The Word for Children

for the Still-speaking God

Children will join the minister in the back of the Sanctuary. Following the Word

for Children, children are invited to remain in worship with their families.

Acclamation (Sung by all.) SPIRITUAL

All:

1. This lit - tle light of mine I'm gon-nalet it shine,

This little light of mine

I'm gon-na let it shine; This
10

13

I'm gon-na let it

8

lit tle light of mine

shine. Let it shine.

let it shine, let it shine.

The First Lesson

Genesis 45:1-15

Tom Stolpa

Page 42, First Half of the Pew Bible



The Psalter

Psalm 133 (Reading is based on The Common English Bible.)
One: How very good and pleasant it is

when kindred live together in unity!

Many: It is like the precious oil on the head,

running down upon the beard,

One: oil running down the beard of Aaron,

running down over the collar of his robes.

Many: It is like dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.

One: For there, the LORD ordained God's blessing, life forevermore.

The Gospel
Matthew 15:21-28

Sermon

"When Even the Dogs Get Crumbs"

Responding
*Hymn 596 (All join in singing the hymn.)

"Help Us Accept Each Other"

The Community Invited into Prayer

Prayers of the People

Leader: God, in your love,

The

All: hear our prayer.

Page 17, Second Half of the Pew Bible

Rev. Mary Runyon

with the voice of hoре

Prayer of Jesus (Please pray using the language for God that is most

meaningful to you.)

Our (Father/Mother/Creator) who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BECK








